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Fig. 5.2. What’s Essential for Literacy Learning

Cognitive Strategies

Surface Structure Systems

Sets of skills that help readers/writers’
identify words and read fluently

2

Deep Structure Systems

Sets of skills and strategies that help readers/
writers comprehend literally to grasp plot,
comprehend deeply to probe ideas,

and extend and apply their understanding

Graphophonic System: | etter/sound
knowledge, alphabetic principle, phonemic
awareness, decoding

Semantic System: Understanding word
meanings from literal to subtle; discussing or
writing about associations related to words:
precision and word choice in writing

Lexical System: Visual word recognition
based on frequent visual exposure to
words; visual memory for all words

Schematic System: Constructing meaning at
the whole-text level (can be literal or
inferential understanding of themes, ideas,
and concepts); storing and retrieving relevant
knowledge; connecting the new to the known

Syntactic System: Understanding
(usually auditory) and use of language

structures at the word, sentence, paragraph,

and whole-text levels (see Figure 2.3d, Text
Structures)

Pragmatic System: Multiple experiences with
ideas we've read or learned; sharing and
applying meaning; constructing meaning
through oral, written, artistic, and dramatic
means; writing for specific purposes and
audiences; revising thinking based on
interactions with others; adopting the habits
and mores of readers and writers
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