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Figure 1: Using the NCSS National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies: A Framework for Teaching, Learning, and Assessment To Meet State Social Studies Standards

State Standards Referenced

Sample State Standard

(ol dea

NCSS Standards Referenced - Theme 10: Clvic Ideals and Practices (High School)

Questions for Exploration

Knowledge -
learners will understand:

Processes —
learners will be able to:

Products - learners demon-
strate understanding by:

Students will understand the
political principles underly-
ing the U.S. Constitution and
Bill of Rights.

Students will under-
stand that the rights
and responsibilities of
American citizenship
guaranteed by the U.5.
Constitution and Bill of
Rights call for continued
civic action by individu-
als and groups to sustain
and improve our demo-
cratic society.

« What questions are
important to ask about
civic ideals and practices?

« What role do individuals,
groups, and institutions
play in strengthening
democratic ideals and
practices?

- How do citizens bal-
ance personal interests,
needs, and talents with
civic responsibility and
working for the common
good?

= What is the role of the
citizen in the community,
nation, and as a member
of the world community?

+ Concepts and ideals such as:
human dignity, social justice, lib-
erty, equality, inalienable rights,
responsibilities, civil dissent,
citizenship, majority and minority
rights, the common good, and the
rule of law.

+ Scholarly interpretations of key
documents that define and sup-
port democratic ideals and prac-
tices (e.g., the U.5. Declaration
of Independence, the LS.
Constitution, the Declaration of
Sentiments in Seneca Falls, New
York, the Gettysburg Address, the
Letter from Birmingham Jail; and
international documents such as
the Declaration of the Rights of
Man, and the Universal Declaration
of the Rights of Children};

+ That seeking multiple perspectives
is required in order to effectively
grasp the complexity of issues
involving civic ideals and practices.

+ The importance of becoming
informed as the basis for thought-
ful and positive contributions
through civic action.

« |dentify examples of
civic ideals and practices
throughout history and
in a variety of cultural
settings.

« Research primary and
secondary sources to
make decisions and to
propose solutions to
selected civic issues in
the past and present.

« |dentify, seek, describe,
and evaluate multiple
points of view about
selected issues, noting
the strengths, weak-
nesses, and conse-
quences associated with
holding each position.

« Evaluate the degree to
which public policies
and citizen behaviors
reflect or foster their
stated ideals.

« Participate in persuading,
compromising, debating,
and negotiating in the
resolution of conflicts
and differences.

+ Writing an informed per-
sonal position on a civic
issue based on reasoned
arguments developed
by consulting multiple
sources.

+ Using a variety of media

(e.g., a documentary film,

PowerPoint presenta-

tion, or gallery of project

posters) to report find-
ings about an issue from
surveys, debates, peti-
tions.

Writing a plan of action

in collaboration with

others to strengthen

the “common good,”

after weighing possible

options regarding a

specific issue of public

concern.

Snapshot of Practice

Teacher responds to a real scenario or creates one regarding musical lyrics and language in a popular song that is considered

offensive to females.

The teacher guides students through an exercise to understand the rights and responsibilities surrounding the First Amendment.

“Are limits on freedom of expression appropriate in our democratic society?

Students examine historical Supreme Court decisions that have influenced subsequent judicial rulings in First Amendment cases
and review current news articles to analyze recent examples. Working in groups, students develop presentations that identify
three First Amendment issues and the pro and con arguments for allowing or limiting freedom of expression. Students organize
and conduct a public community forum to illustrate the key points of the various perspectives. While no consensus may be
reached at the forum, a goal is to create an informed public discussion of the various issues. To assess student learning, students
are asked to create a political cartoon and written assignment explaining the pros and cons of a particular issue and why it is
important for individuals and groups to continue to seek understanding and engage in civic action to protect the freedoms and
rights guaranteed in the Constitution and Bill of Rights as responsible citizens.
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